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What is the Hyperloop?
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We're heading through the Nevada desert, north of Las Vegas, for a glimpse of what its
backers claim is the future of transport.

This is Hyperloop - an attempt to send passengers hurtling at 700 miles an hour through
a vacuum tube.

Many think that's far-fetched, but this project got the backing last year of Virgin with Sir
Richard Branson becoming chairman.

In this 500-metre test track, they say they have shown that the technology works, though
they've not yet put any human beings on board.

The head of engineering, a space scientist recruited from NASA, sees no reason why people
might be scared.

Anita Sengupta, Head of Engineering, Virgin Hyperloop One

“The Hyperloop is a maglev train in a vacuum system, or in a vacuum tube. And so you can
also think of it as an aircraft flyingat 200,000 feet so people don't have any issue flying in
aeroplanes and people don’t have any issue going in maglev trains. Thisis simply combining
the two and allows you to be more energy efficient.”

The Virgin Hyperloop team have said they could take passengers from London to Edinburgh
in 50 minutes or cut the journey between New York and Boston to under half an hour.

Lingohack © British Broadcasting Corporation 2018
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page | of 3



P IS S 4E N AL S A A IR VDR, KR 1 BB SR B AR “ AR R A
TH” MEmH .

R CHEPEERT it E SRS AR A E T LR 700 S B Y T L e ik
R B .

R NG — S AV, (HiZW HAAEEFEG THBDERIMRE), HAE - 14
ZAREEEON TR EF K

FEIX 2% 500 KAHJUATIIE L, ARSI 17X THEORRE R IhE E, B
PR RATARAT BN

20 H i TR 2 MR ENTE TR RfE S R AT R 2 5, A AT
AT B RO IX T AR AR

BTHREE « AREHHE £2 “BARK” HEITEREE

“CEZUS R AR RGBT EE AT R REE S . L, IRt AT DT E R R
—IRAE 20 o R A R I ) AT E . BEAR AR5 RWLBCAAEATHEYE, A AR
PN AR B AN IR A AT S . IXTEOAR W2 455 1 —F M AT AT 2215
ERE. 7

YL RMN “HIamEk” BIBNUL, 8 FZEOR AT LAAE 50 7050 TSRS MG Zs 22 T
&, BLAh, EET] DT AL B3 W R B AT G I 1) 4 R 3 2 NN BAY

W

glimpse

R RS

hurtling
SUHEH AL B

miles an hour
e BN

test track

WATHUIE

cut the journey

YEREATRE (HSTED)

MR http://bbc.in2BH1t5¢
PR H0TE NG ?

The word ‘maglev’ is a portmanteau of the words ‘magnetic’ and ‘levitation’. This is because
the system uses magnets to levitate the train. This reduces friction and increases speed. The
first maglev train operated in Hamburg, Germany in 1979.
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The Hyperloop is a maglev train in a vacuum tube.
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